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Field End 

Whitwell Road 

Reepham 

Norwich NR10 4JT 

27 May, 2020 

Dear Mr Judson,   

Planning Application 20200847 

I am writing to object to the above application for 141 dwellings on land west of Broomhill Lane, 
Reepham. 

A development on this scale in this location would have a seriously detrimental effect on the health, 
safety and well being of people who live in this small, historic market town, its character, its already 
overstretched services such as schools, police and GP surgery and the surrounding environment. 
Many residents and specialist organisations have commented in detail on these issues and clearly 
there are many aspects of this application which need much further consideration and scrutiny before 
a safe decision can be made. 

One of my concerns is that the proposal is now for 141 dwellings and that barely 20% (28 houses) are 
for affordable houses. The Site Allocation Document (2016) stated that the proportion of affordable 
housing should be 33%.  

 According to BDC’s Housing Enabling Officer (see ‘Related Documents’), the last  ‘affordable houses’ 
built in Reepham were 11 units in 2009. Residents have also made clear, in public consultations, that 
the town needs more affordable homes. In the current uncertain economic times, this need will 
probably intensify. 

There is scope within Reepham to build affordable houses on a small scale and in locations that 
would not cause the environmental consequences of the proposed development and that would not 
spoil the unique character of the town, historic pathways and surrounding countryside as this proposal 
would. 

I would think that the impact of this proposal and the 2 associated applications (20200469 and 
20200795) on Highways and Road Safety is sufficient in itself to deem this proposal unsafe. Widening 
Broomhill Lane and making it the only vehicular access to the site of the proposed development will 
make an already congested, potentially hazardous road system for pedestrians, cyclists, drivers and 
their passengers even worse. There would be a junction between Broomhill Lane and Whitwell Road 
(which becomes School Road) and both the High school/Sixth Form College and the Primary School 
are on Whitwell Road/School Road (C roads). At the beginning and end of the school day this road is 
used by pupils, parents, cars, cyclists and about 13 school buses. Residents in the area, like me, 
simply do not venture out during these times. The creation of this junction, along with the increased 
traffic generated by the inhabitants of 141 new houses (most with double garages) will, I think, make a 
safe highway system untenable. Because of the very limited bus service in and out of Norwich (see 
the bus timetables) and the fact that there is little work available, any new residents will inevitably be 
commuters. The potential danger to people, including very small children should be a consideration of 
paramount importance. 



Thank you for reading my comments. I hope they and those of many other very concerned people 
who have given this matter a lot of attention and thought will be seriously considered and that this 
application will be turned down. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 


